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SUBJECT: INDO-PAK RELATIONS IN WAKE OF INDIAN NUCLEAR TEST 

1. POL COUNSELOR DISCUSSED IMPACT OF INDIAN NUCLEAR TEST ON 
INDO-PAK RELATIONS WITH MEA JOINT SECRETARY (PAKISTAN) CHIB 
MAY 28. MOST INTERESTING REMARK BY CHIB WAS THAT HE BELIEVED 
GOI WOULD BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS WITH PAKISTAN CONCRETE AND 
SPECIFIC MEANS OF ASSURING PAKS THAT INDIANS NOT DEVELOPING 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS FOR USE AGAINST PAKISTAN. IN REPLY TO 
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AS INDUCEMENT BOTH TO NEGOTIATIONS AND TO EASING PAKISTANI 
CONCERN, CHIB SAID INDIANS PREFERRED TOWAIT UNTIL ISSUE COULD 
BE DISCUSSED IN CONTEXT OF GENERAL IMPROVEMENT OF INDO PAK 
RELATIONS. HE DECLINED TO SPECULATE ON WHAT MIGHT BE CONTENT 
OF SUCH CONCRETE AND SPECIFIC ASSURANCES, SAYING THIS WOULD 
ALSO HAVE TO XE WORKED OUT IN DETAIL LATER. POLCOUNSELOR TOLD 
CHIB HE FOUND SUGGESTION OF SUCH AN INDIAN APPROACH INTRIGUING 
AND OFFERED PERSONAL THOUGHT IT WAS ONE WORTH PURSUING SOONER 
RATHER THAN LATER. 

2. OTHERWISE CHIB THOUGHT PAK RESPONSE PRETTY MUCH HAS HE WOULD 
HAVE ANTICIPATED. INDIANS SENT OFF CABLE YESTERDAY TO ISLAMABAD 
ASKING PARS TO CONFIRM WHETHER JUNE 10 DATE STILL ON FOR 
BILATERAL POST-TELECOMMUNICATIONS-TRAVEL TALKS IN PAKISTAN. 

THIS DATE AGREED TO BY PAKS AND COMMUNICATED TO INDIANS JUST 
PRIOR TO INDIAN TEST. INDIANS ARE ALSO STILL WAITING FOR BHUTTO 
REPLY TO MRS. GANDHI'S POST-TEST LETTER (NEW DELHI 6829). PAKS 
HAVE TOLD THEM THEY ARE STILL CONSIDERING REPLY. 

3. CHIB ASKED ABOUT US INFO ON CHINESE REACTION TO INDIANS 

TEST AND TO EFFECT ON SINO-PAK RELATIONS. POLCOUNSELOR DUCKED, 
PLEADED IGNORANCE AND SUGGESTED EVERYONE WAS PROBABLY STILL 
EVALUATING AND CONSIDERING. 

4. CHIB SUMMED UP BY SAYING THAT, IF PAKISTAN WANTED TO CALL 

OFF WHOLE TREND OF MODERATING SUBCONTINENTAL RELATIONS, INDIAN 
TEST MIGHT PROVIDE PRETEXT FOR THEM TO DO THIS. AT THIS POINT, 

HE WAS MODERATELY ENCOURAGED BY FACT THAT PAKISTAN HAD NOT 
CALLED SIMLA AGREEMENT OR SUBSEQUENT INDO-PAK DISCUSSIONS INTO 
SERIOUS QUESTION IN THEIR CRITICISM OF THE NUCLEAR TEST. 

MOYNIHAN 
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